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[57] ABSTRACT

A flow limiter device for liquid delivery systems including
a pipe having a liquid inlet and a liquid outlet, two adjacent
chambers within the pipe through which liquid flows
between the inlet and outlet, one chamber being smaller than
the other chamber, a valve member movably mounted in the
pipe for movement between a flow-limiting position and a
full-flow position, and an internal control element which,
when actuated from outside the device, causes the valve
member to shift from the flow-limiting to the full-flow
position. At the flow-limiting position, the valve member
limits flow through the smaller chamber to a predetermined
limited-flow rate; pressure exerted on the valve member due
to liquid flow through the device is effective to move the
valve member to the full-flow position when liquid is
admitted through the inlet and the control element is actu-
ated; an abutment carried by the control element has a first
position where it determines the location of the wvalve
member relative to the smaller chamber and sets flow-rate at
the flow-limiting position, and a second position to which it
is moved when the control element is actuated and where,
when moved by liquid pressure, the valve member opera-
tively clears the abutment and moves to the full-flow posi-
tion. Flow is sequential through the chambers in both the
flow-limiting and full-flow positions of the valve member.
Alternative constructions are shown for operating the inter-
nal control element from outside the device including a
manual handle, a power actuator, and alternative outside-
inside connections including a mechanical through-wall
coupling and a magnetic coupling.
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